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“Sustainability: Our Capacity to 

Endure” 

“Live simply, so others 

can simply live” 

“Meet present needs without 
compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet 
their needs...” 
 

Cielito Lindo Ranch is a 

place  designed to help you take 

steps toward a simpler, sustainable 
life. A life with less work-stress. A life with 

less financial stress. A life lived in a better 

balance with nature. A life lived in clean, un-
polluted environment. A healthy, rewarding 

SUSTAINABLE life, where you have the time 

you want to pursue your personal passions 

and interests. 

We do this by experimenting with sus-

tainable technologies, finding which really 
work, which are affordable, and which can 

really make your life more pleasant, more 

active, and will earn you more leisure time. 
Then we teach what we’ve learned, both 

online and via hands-on workshops at the 

ranch. 

Please visit us online and consider mak-

ing a donation today to encourage sustaina-

ble technology, research and education. 

Phone: 575-322-4122 

Fax: 818-276-8320 

E-mail: cieliotlindoranch@gmail.com 
A 501 (c) (3) non-profit 

www.CLRNewMexico.org 
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Going Solar 

In Six Easy Steps 

Sustainable Technology 
 Research & Education 

POWER TIPS 

• Start	small,	and	grow	your	off-the-

grid	system	over	time.	

• Buy	small	low	maintenance	batter-

ies—if	you	don’t	drain	them	they’ll	

last	a	long	time.	

• Look	at	where	you	live:	wind	may	be	

a	more	cost	effective,	or	you	may	

want	both	solar	and	wind.	

• Consider	adding	solar	panels	over	

time	so	you	can	take	advantage	of	

price	drops.	

• Point	your	panels	south,	but	you	

don’t	need	daily	adjustments	to	

track	the	sun—adjust	only	twice	a	

year	to	take	advantage	of	winter	or	

summer	sun	angles.	

• Look	at	how	you	can	save	money	to	

buy	your	panels	by	$irst	reducing	

your	use	(switch	to	solar	outdoor	

lighting	and	buy	energy	saving	elec-

tronics	and	lights).	



These days we’re all looking to save 
money—and you can do that by taking 
your power system either partly or entirely 
off the grid. This may sound daunting, but 
it’s not as hard (or as expensive) as you 
might think. Here’s how to get started: 

Step	1)	Analysis	

Make a list of everything electric de-
vice you use. This will primarily be your 
appliances, but don’t forget computers, 
lamps, and even things you need to occa-
sionally plug in. 

Now, figure out how many watts you 
use. Electronics always list the amps and 
volts. Watts = Amps x Volts. (For an easy 
online calculator: http://
www.supercircuits.com/resources/tools/
volts-watts-amps-converter.) Remember 
your maximum usage is wattage with eve-
rything on—you want to know the maxi-
mum, as well as standard use. 

Step	2)	Reducing	Your	Use 
What items use the most watts? Are 

these items not used often? What items 
are used most? Mark the “power hogs” 
and the most often used items with a star. 
Now ask yourself if you can eliminate or 
change the power source? 

Old refrigerators, electric heaters, hair 
dryers, electric clothes dryers, electric ov-
ens, electric compressor-style air condi-
tioners (not evaporative coolers) are typi-
cally the worst power hogs. So what about 
drying your clothes on a line, and taking 
advantage of how the sun eliminates bac-
teria? How about changing to an evapora-

tive cooler? Did you know that towel 
drying your hair is better for your hair 
than a blow drier? And new refrigerators 
use much less power than old ones. 
The first step to going solar is to look at 
what you want to take solar, what you 
want to unplug, and what could be 
switched to a high efficiency Ener-
gySTAR appliance. See if you can get 
some savings to start. 

Step	3)		Taking	it	Off?	

Now look at your list and decide 
what you want to take over to solar 
power. That’s right, you can do this in 
stages. Maybe you only want to put 
your freezer onto solar power. Or you 
may have a house that can go onto so-
lar, but your workshop with its power 
tools needs to stay on the grid. Add up 
only the needs you have to power, so 
you buy the right system for your needs. 

Step	4)	Buying	the	Right	Stuff	

The cost of solar panels has been 
dropping every year. Solar panels are 
now less than $1 per watt. You’ll need 
panels, a charge controller, an inverter, 
and batteries to go off the grid. Shop for 
bargains, particularly online. Right now 
you can by a Sunforce 50048 60 watt 
solar charging kit for RVs or cabins, 
which includes wiring, panels, a 7-amp 
charge controller and a 200 watt invert-
er for about $250! 

You want to avoid any “upsells” from 
a salesman who wants to sell you a sys-
tem that is more than your needs. Look 
for a system you can install and main-
tain yourself—you want an affordable 
and doable system. Keep in mind the 
most expensive power system is not 
always the best—and it may not meet 
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your needs. 
Now is also the time to decide if you 

want to go with batteries, or use the 
power grid as your battery. You can in-
stall solar that feeds back into the grid, 
so the power company becomes your 
batteries. 

For example Socorro Electric has 
the Interconnect Program, and credits 
you back for the energy you put into the 
grid (http://www.socorroelectric.com/
content/interconnect-program). 

Sept	5)	Installation	

If you’re intimidated by going solar, 
look for a friend who has done this and 
can help. Install with a flexible ap-
proach, so you can move or adjust the 
system, the panels, and/or the batteries. 
If going for batteries, buy low cost, easy
-to-maintain batteries (such as deep-
cycle or marine batteries). 

This is where starting small can help 
a lot since you’ll be getting the experi-
ence you need to go bigger. If you opt 
for batteries, start with a few and ex-
pand your system until it meets your 
needs. And you can start with a kit and 
follow the manufacturer’s instructions.  

Step	5)	Maintenance	

Keep your solar panels clean—hose 
them down or broom them off once a 
month. Inspect all battery connections 
once a month, and keep them free of 
corrosion (the same way you do your 
automobile batteries, and the tools from 
any auto store work for that). 

If you have batteries, buy a battery 
load tester and check your batteries 
once a year, and replace batteries that 
test bad. A few regular checks can keep 
your system happily working. 


