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“Sustainability: Our Capacity to 

Endure” 

“Live simply, so others 

can simply live” 

“Meet present needs without 
compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet 
their needs...” 
 

Cielito Lindo Ranch is a 

place  designed to help you take 

steps toward a simpler, sustainable 
life. A life with less work-stress. A life with 

less financial stress. A life lived in a better 

balance with nature. A life lived in clean, un-
polluted environment. A healthy, rewarding 

SUSTAINABLE life, where you have the time 

you want to pursue your personal passions 

and interests. 

We do this by experimenting with sus-

tainable technologies, finding which really 
work, which are affordable, and which can 

really make your life more pleasant, more 

active, and will earn you more leisure time. 
Then we teach what we’ve learned, both 

online and via hands-on workshops at the 

ranch. 

Please visit us online and consider mak-

ing a donation today to encourage sustaina-

ble technology, research and education. 

Phone: 575-322-4122 

Fax: 818-276-8320 

E-mail: cieliotlindoranch@gmail.com 
A 501 (c) (3) non-profit 

www.CLRNewMexico.org 
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How to Get Started 

Sustainable Technology 
 Research & Education 

WIND POWER TIPS 

• Mount	them	as	high	as	you	can,	away	

from	other	high	objects,	using	the	

magic	height	numbers	of	30’,	60’	or	

90’.	

• Get	an	AC	wind	turbine,	so	you	can	

put	the	turbine	away	from	your	

dwelling	(AC	travels	better	than	DC).	

• Look	to	see	if	you	can	get	energy	

credits	for	going	with	alternate	ener-

gy.	

• Don’t	mount	them	to	a	barn—we	

tried	that	and	it	does	shake	the	

building	when	it	turns	in	strong	

winds.	

• Buy	a	wind	turbine	that	uses	only	US	

(non-Metric)	measurements	for	the	

mast	(otherwise	it’s	a	headache	to	

-ind	metric	steel	pipe).	

• Price	a	few	different	systems,	and	

once	you	-ind	a	system	you	like	(the	

specs	work	for	you),	price	shop.	You	

can	get	good	deals	these	days.	



Wind power can mean anything from 
a homemade turbine to a multimillion 
dollar turbine that’s producing power for 
a large city. Fortunately, there’s a lot of 
information to help you figure out how to 
install a wind turbine that can cut your 
power bill, or even take you fully off the 
grid. 

Wind	or	Solar	or	Both?	

Wind turbines used to be only for 
major installations, but these days many 
people are using wind or a combination 
of wind and solar for power generation. 
The combination of wind and solar is 
ideal in may respects: on cloudy days, 
the wind turbine is usually spinning, and 
on sunny days, the solar system pro-
vides plenty of power. And many wind 
turbines these days come with control-
lers that allow easy integration of solar 
panels. 

Wind	Myths	

Some folks think wind turbines are 
noisy. They kill birds. They’re not afford-
able. The blades are dangerous. And 
they’re ugly. The ugly part is up to an 
individual’s opinion, but there are a few 
facts. 

For individual wind turbines, very 
few birds are ever hit. This is a problem 
for large scale wind farms, particularly 
those build in migration patterns. Large 
scale wind farms do have issues with 
wildlife. However for an individual wind 
turbine, birds are far more likely to im-

pact a house window than fly into a 
small turbine. 

For sound, most turbines sound a lot 
like the wind through pines. The amount 
of sound produced also depends on the 
type of turbine, and the wind. Recent 
technology advancements as well have 
made them quiet and cost effective—
more so than solar panels in many plac-
es.  

While wind turbine blades are sharp, 
modern turbines have safety devices to 
shut down the turbines in excessive 
winds. (You do not want your blades to 
fly off due to extreme winds.) That’s a 
good feature to look for in any turbine. 

As to cost, wind generators can cost 
anything from a few hundred dollars to a 
few thousand. It all depends on who 
much power you’re looking to produce. 
In general, a good price range for a sin-
gle home wind turbine is about $1,000 
(excluding any batteries needed to store 
the power, and excluding the mounting 
for the turbine). 

To be effective, the turbine need to 
be at a height gets the best wind. This 
means at thirty, sixty, or ninety feet. 
(The turbine at CLR is set at thirty feet 
and works beautifully there.) Install the 
turbine away from trees, and make sure 
you have good wind. 

To figure out if you do have good 
wind, you want to know your overall 
wind patterns. Head to Google, and 
type in “government wind maps”. You 
can also find a good map (and more 
information) on this site (yes, they sell 
systems, but they also try to educate 
folks): http://www.bluepacificsolar.com/
wind-turbine/wind-map.html 

These maps will help you decided if 
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you get enough wind to make a wind tur-
bine and generator a good power option. 

How	Does	it	Work?	

The basic concept is simple—wind 
spins the blades of a turbine, and this 
kinetic energy is converted into electrical 
energy. A turbine can have blades that 
spin, or can be set up with vertical 
blades that also are turned by the wind.  

For more information on how wind 
power works, head online to: 
http://science.howstuffworks.com/
environmental/green-science/wind-
power.htm 
And: 
http://www.windpoweringamerica.gov/
small_wind.asp 

Additional	Resources 
Information is always helpful before 

you make the leap into the wind. Here 
are some online sites that can help you 
decide if wind power is a good option for 
you, and how to get started: 
Wind Industry for Home and Farms 
http://www.windustry.org/home-and-farm
-scale-wind 
Tech Wirl’s Wind Generators Ratings 
http://www.techtwirl.com/shopping/?
shkw=wind%
20generators&keywords=generators 
Solar City’s Small Wind Truth 
http://www.solacity.com/
smallwindtruth.htm 
Magnet 4 Less (low cost energy 
equipment — these are the turbines in 
use at CLR): 
http://www.magnet4less.com/
product_info.php?
cPath=8_116&products_id=719 


