
 A 501(c)(3) Non-Profit Educational Organization Since 2010 

575.322.4122    CLRNewMexico.com 

 

         

 Spring 2014 

Welcome! 

Welcome to Cielito Lindo Ranch, Inc. located in beautiful Southwest New Mexico, USA. 

What is CLR? 

CLR is a not-for-profit organization dedicated to: 

• Researching, developing, and testing sustainable technologies that are practical, affordable, and 

suitable for any person or budget. 

• Helping people through on-line classes and on-site and off-site workshops to adopt a simple, 

active, sustainable lifestyle, which provides leisure time to pursue creative endeavors. 

• Encouraging people to create and play – to pursue their passions and live a balanced, happy, 

and productive life. 

• Strengthening and creating sustainable Local Economies. 

• Hosting an on-site Intentional Community where people can reside in a prototype sustainable 

village with tours open to the public. We are currently interviewing people to join the 

community. Perhaps you might be interested. If so, visit our website for additional information. 

Off-the-Grid 

• CLR generates its own power with solar and wind energy. High drain equipment—such as hair-

driers, electric coffee makers, and electric cookers—are not used on the ranch. 

• Clothes are washed with a hand-operated Wonder Wash and dried with New Mexico sunlight 

and wind. 

• Composting toilets are used at CLR. They’re odorless and sanitary – however you might want to 

request a bit of training before using one for the first time. 

• Hot showers are available – ask staff for details of using our solar showers. 

The Weather 

“Unhappy with the weather? Wait five-minutes!” 

CLR is located on the edge of the Colorado plateau near the Continental Divide.  The weather here is 

beautiful and mild most of the time. We get over three-hundred days of warm sunshine a year. Please 

note that we do get aggressive winds at times, very bright sunshine, brief but heavy rains, and freezing 

temperatures in the winter.  

We have several distinct “season” on the ranch: 
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• March and April are the windy season. Wind can come and go, and be very powerful with 50 

MPH gusts (80 Km/h). Hold on to your hat! (literally) 

• May through July are sunny, warm, and dry summer months. The sun is bright pretty much 

every day, with temperatures averaging around 72° F (22° C), and rare highs around  95° F (35° 

C). Evenings are cool enough for a jacket, but warm enough for stargazing. 

• Late July through Late September is monsoon season. The weather is similar to summer except 

many days are punctuated by an afternoon or evening rain storm that lasts for an hour or two.  

• Starting in late October to early November we enter winter. Like summer, most winter days are 

sunny, but snow is not uncommon. Snow storms blow in and blow out quickly, often leaving an 

inch or two of dry powder. This snow usually melts away in a few days. Even though the sun 

warms things up nicely during the day, be prepared for cold nights, with temps often dipping 

into the 20’s (-6° C) and, on occasion going below zero. The coldest temperature we’ve recorded 

on the ranch was -9° F (-22° C) for 2 hours in January. 

• Cielito Lindo Ranch is closed to visitors in the winter. 

• MUD: The soil here is mostly caliche clay –  when wet, it becomes sticky, slippery, and difficult to 

drive and walk though. People get stuck in the clay even in large four-wheel drive vehicles. 

Expect mud anytime it rains or when the snow melts, and expect to find it on most country 

roads. 

Wildlife 

This is true frontier country. There are more elk than humans here. This area has the lowest human 

population per square mile than anyplace else in the contiguous United States. This means there are 

animals here you’ll need to be aware of. 

• Bears, mountain lions, and badgers are present in this area, but are very rarely seen. They do 

share this land with us so be aware. 

• Coyotes are ever-present but Flax, Pumpkin and Sunshine, our official “Donkey Coyote Patrol” 

do an excellent job of keeping them off the ranch. Small dogs and cats that wander away from 

the Donkey protected are at risk of being eaten. 

• Rattlesnakes share this land with us. They are the less aggressive and less venomous mountain 

variety. We’ve never seen one on the ranch thanks to the donkeys, but we recommend caution 

during their active season, which is spring to summer (they hibernate during winter months). 

Snakes will warm themselves in the sun, on rocks, but they do prefer to avoid humans, so it’s 

wise to take a partner on hikes and be sure to make noise. Tarantulas are rarely but sometimes 

seen on the ranch, but they are small, passive, and rarely bite. 

• You’ll also see cottontail rabbits, ground squirrels, jack rabbits, elk, deer, antelope, prairie dogs, 

kangaroo rats, various non-venomous snakes and spiders, pack rats, mice, a wide variety of 

birds, and others we have not seen yet (including raccoons and gophers). These animals are 

harmless unless you happen to run into an elk with car or have a mouse eat your vehicle wiring. 

Drive cautiously dawn and twilight, and park your vehicle near the CLR crack-team of barn cats. 

Equines 

• There are horses, mules and donkeys on the ranch. They have the run of most of the ranch, 



 

 

however there are areas where they cannot access. Although friendly and very tame, they are 

inherently dangerous. 

• The donkeys are highly mischievous and will try to chew up your stuff and engage you in play. 

• Do not approach any equine if you are inexperienced with equines and even if you are 

comfortable with equines be cautious. 

• Poorly behaved visiting dogs, or dogs the equines are not familiar with may get kicked, stomped 

and injured – especially if they agitate the equines. Please be careful with any visiting dogs. 

Other Issues 

• Due the extreme danger of fire this is a non-smoking facility with no exceptions. 

• This is an undeveloped area with ground and floor surfaces that are rough and uneven. There 

are many tripping hazards.  

• There are plants with spines and needles that can injure people and pets. 

• Although rare there are flying and stinging insects. 

• No area of the ranch is “temperature controlled”. Your comfort is in your control. 

• There is spotty cellular reception on the ranch, but it can be unreliable during storms or extreme 

wind. There are no land-lines here. 

• Wi-Fi is available on an as-needed basis. Ask staff for a password. 

• If you’re in a donkey accessible area be warned that they are often destructive to personal 

belongings and vehicles. 

• There is a bell mounted on the gate to the lodge entry gate. Ring it repeatedly if there is a fire, 

medical issue, or other emergency. (Please note that CLR has a licensed EMT on staff to assist 

with any medical issues, and the staff is able to call in air transport for any major medical 

issues.) 

• Alcohol consumption is accepted, but drunken, rowdy, loud, rude or hostile behavior will result 

in immediate and permanent expulsion from the ranch. 

• If you or any of your group members have mental health issues that produce behaviors such as 

violence, loudness, threatening behavior, tantrums, erratic behavior or any other behavior 

which might make people or animals uncomfortable or endanger them in any way – please be 

aware we are unable to accommodate these behaviors and such persons may not visit or reside 

on the ranch. 

Nearby Services 

• CLR sits between Pie Town and Quemado. 

• Quemado is 17 miles (27 kilometers) away. That’s a 45 minute drive, of which 11 miles are on a 

well-maintained gravel road. It’s a 5 hour 30 minute walk, or a 90 minute bike ride. There are 

two gas stations in Quemado, two restaurants, a small grocery store, a convenience store, a 

hardware store, three ATMS, a gift shop/hair salon, and two auto mechanics. By Southwest New 

Mexico standards it’s a thriving metropolis. 

• Pie Town is a 15 to 25 minute drive using Graveyard Road (a dirt road that can be tricky in mud 

season) and the 603 which is a county gravel road often with washboard bumps. Pie Town does 



 

 

have places that serve pie, and is the host for the “Pie Festival” held every September, which 

draws visitors from around the country.  

• The nearest fast-food is a McDonalds about 1 hour and 20 minutes away in Springerville, 

Arizona (using the 60 west). This is also the location of the nearest pharmacy. 

What to Bring for a Visit 

• Any medicines you require 

• A working flashlight 

• Toiletries (soap, shampoo, sun block, hand lotion) 

• Pillows, sheets, blankets, and/or a sleeping bag 

• An air-mattress 

• Towels 

• Boots (insulated and waterproof for winter/mud months) 

• A hat (cowboy hats work best) 

• A winter jacket (for cold nights) 

• A light coat 

• Light clothes for late spring through early fall 

• If you’re a stargazer, binoculars or a telescope. (CLR has stunning black-skies.) 

• If you’re a hiker, hiking gear. 

• If you enjoy fishing, bring fishing gear (in season, which is March – September at Quemado Lake) 

• If you can play a musical instrument, please consider bringing it 

• If you enjoy marksmanship/hunting (in season with license), consider bringing archery 

equipment or fire-arms 

• Computers, cell phones, and other light usage electronics are welcome 

• Pets are welcome if they get along easily with the other animals at the ranch (dogs, cats, horses, 

donkeys, mules, chickens), if they don’t bite , threaten or harass any other animals, make 

incessant noise or destroy. 

Do NOT bring 

• Illegal drugs 

• Marijuana (recreational or medical)
1
 

• Pets (without previously attained permission) 

• Portable televisions or radios – there is no reception here (Personal MP3 players are permitted). 

                                                           
1
 Medical marijuana is still considered a Schedule 1 drug at the Federal level even if legal at the state level. CLR is 

licensed with the state of New Mexico and also with the Federal Government. For this reason, it is not allowed on 

the ranch at any time. 



 

 

Food 

• It’s traditional for the ranch to feed guests. We normally eat a hearty breakfast and a late 

lunch (which we call “supper”) at about 2 or 3 PM. No dinner is served. 

• If you have special dietary requires, please let the ranch know at least 10 business days in 

advance and we’ll attempt to accommodate you but can’t guarantee that we can. 

 

Driving Directions 

Contact us for detailed driving directions. CLR cannot be found on Google Maps and most GPS 

devices. 

 

Fees 

There is no fixed fee for visiting CLR. Visitors typically make a PayPal donation on the website before 

their visit, or make a cash donation during their stay. Please consider donating at least $10 USD per 

day per person to help defer costs. If you can’t afford to make a donation you are welcome to visit 

for free. 

 

Legal: 

ALL PERSONS WHO VISIT OR RESIDE ON CLR MANAGED PROPERTY OR PARTICIPATE IN CLR EVENTS 

REGARDLESS OF THEIR LOCATION DO SO SOLEY AT THEIR OWN RISK. 

 

IN NO EVENT SHALL CLR BE LIABLE FOR ANY DAMAGES WHATSOEVER (INCLUDING, WITHOUT 

LIMITATION, INCIDENTAL AND CONSEQUENTIAL DAMAGES, INJURY, DEATH, LOST PROFITS, OR 

DAMAGES) RESULTING FROM A VISIT, RESIDENCY OR PARTICIPATION IN ANY CLR ACTIVITY OR ON 

CLR OR RELATED PROPERTY, WHETHER BASED ON WARRANTY, CONTRACT, TORT, OR ANY OTHER 

LEGAL THEORY, AND WHETHER OR NOT THE CLR IS ADVISED OF THE POSSIBILITY OF SUCH 

DAMAGES. 

 

FURTHER, ALL VISITORS, COMMUNITY MEMBERS AND STAFF AGREE TO DEFEND, INDEMNIFY, AND 

HOLD HARMLESS CLR, ITS BOARD, OFFICERS, DIRECTORS, STAFF, EMPLOYEES AND AGENTS, FROM 

AND AGAINST ANY CLAIMS, ACTIONS OR DEMANDS, INCLUDING WITHOUT LIMITATION 

REASONABLE LEGAL AND ACCOUNTING FEES, ALLEGING OR RESULTING FROM ANY VISIT OR 

RESIDENCY ON CLR OR RELATED PROPERTY OR BREACH OF THE TERMS OF THIS AGREEMENT. 

 

I have read, fully understand and agree to the terms of this agreement.  

 

_____________________________  _______________________ __________________ 

Full legal name (printed)   Signature   Date 

 

----------- 

Tax deductible donations are welcome at CLRNewMexico.com via PayPal or directly to: 



 

 

Cielito Lindo Ranch, Inc. 

HC 32 Box 726 

Quemado, NM 87829 

 

We sincerely hope you enjoy your visit to Cielito Lindo Ranch! 


